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MEDIA RELEASE
September 23, 1987
UM PROFESSOR WINS FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR GRANT 
TO RESEARCH PLANT INFECTIONS IN  BULGARIA
MISSOULA —
Meyer Chessin, a University of Montana botany professor, has 
received a Fulbright Scholar Grant for conducting research this 
fall quarter in Sofia, Bulgaria.
During his research visit at the Institute of Plant 
Physiology in the Bulgarian capital, Chessin will be 
investigating the physiology of viral infections in plants.
Chessin, 66, has taught botany at UM since 1949. He has 
also been involved in other academic exchange programs, including 
a Fulbright lectureship in the Soviet Union in 1983.
On two previous visits to Sofia in 1980 and 1985, Chessin 
set up the project that he will be researching this fall. The 
first phase of his research involves applying an optical 
technique for determining the changes in cellular membranes with 
viral infections.
The optical technique, first used by Chessin’s Bulgarian 
colleagues, allows researchers to study the effects of salt, low 
temperatures and drought on plant cell membranes.
"So I'm going to see whether this technique is applicable to 
viral infections as well," Chessin said.
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For the second part of his research, Chessin will analyze 
water that is evaporated from leaf surfaces, by the process of 
transpiration, for the presence of certain organic compounds.
"These compounds may also give clues on the effects of 
various stress agents -- including viruses -- on plant cell 
membranes," he said. He also plans to work with colleagues 
there in researching the effects of anti-viral proteins on 
infections.
In 1941 Chessin earned his bachelor's degree in plant 
pathology from the University of California at Berkeley. He also 
earned his doctoral degree in plant physiology from Berkeley in 
1950. He recently celebrated his 50th class reunion of Evander 
Childs High School in the Bronx, N.Y.
Established by Congress in 1946, the Fulbright Scholar 
Program is designed to increase understanding between citizens of 
the United States and other countries. Recipients are chosen on 
the basis of academic and professional qualifications and the 
ability and willingness to share ideas and experiences with 
people from diverse cultures.
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